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FOR  THE  LIFE  OF 


souls  to  shine  in  their  generation,  we  bless  Thy 
name  for  the  glorious  company  of  apostles  who 
have  led  Thy  Church  and  by  their  message,  life 
and  labor  extended  the  reign  of  Christ  in  the 
earth. 

More  especially  we  praise  Thee  for  the  gift 
to  the  Church  of  our  time  of  this  Thy  servant 
whose  stalwart  faith  and  abounding  toil  we 
have  gratefully  remembered  together  before 
Thee.  We  thank  Thee  for  his  vigor  of  body  and 
force  of  mind,  the  energy  of  will  and  the  ardor 
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of  devotion  with  which  Thou  didst  endow  him; 
for  his  charm  which  drew  men  to  him,  for  his 
grace  of  thought  and  speech  with  which  he 
drew  them  to  his  Master.  We  bless  Thee  for 
thousands  of  young  people  in  schools,  colleges 
and  conferences  to  whom  year  after  year  he 
made  life  with  Christ  winsome;  for  hundreds 
whom  he  enlisted  in  the  work  of  Thy  Church, 
and  for  scores  of  missionaries  in  many  lands 
who  were  enriched  and  fortified  by  his  letters; 
for  a  wider  circle  to  whom  he  ministered 
through  his  books,  facing  them  with  Christ  and 
opening  to  them  the  secret  of  fellowship  with 
Him;  for  two  generations  of  church  people  who 
by  the  glowing  influence  of  his  life  have  been 
fired  to  more  fervent  loyalty  to  Christ  and  more 
zealous  endeavor  to  bring  a  whole  world  in  its 
every  realm  under  His  sway. 

We  call  to  mind  his  lifelong  study  of  the 
Scripture,  his  illumination  of  its  pages  from 
books  he  was  ever  reading,  and  the  spiritual 
riches  he  brought  from  Thy  Word  to  build  up 
the  faith  and  life  of  Thy  ministers  and  people. 
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We  adore  Thee  for  his  vision  of  the  oneness  of 
Thy  Church,  Christ’s  Body  in  the  earth,  and 
his  eagerness  to  do  away  with  barriers  which 
hinder  concord  in  Christ  and  the  full  sharing  of 
His  unsearchable  riches.  We  offer  Thee  in 
thanksgiving  the  ties  of  friendship  by  which  we 
in  this  company  and  many  more  around  the 
world  were  bound  to  him  and  through  him 
joined  more  firmly  to  his  passionately  adored 
Lord.  We  acknowledge  Thy  goodness  to  him  in 
the  reverent  affection  of  multitudes  and  the 
honor  in  which  he  is  held  in  all  the  churches. 

Thou  gavest  him  length  of  days  and  robust 
strength  almost  to  the  end,  and  he  filled  them 
with  full  measure  of  service.  Now  we  rejoice 
that,  set  free  for  the  larger  offices  of  Thy  heav¬ 
enly  kingdom,  he  has  entered  into  the  joy  of  the 
Lord,  whom  having  not  yet  seen,  he  so  dearly 
loved. 

Raise  up,  we  humbly  pray  Thee,  men  of  like 
spiritual  stature  and  flaming  heart  to  lead  Thy 
Church  in  the  next  generation.  Let  his  memory 
abide  to  hallow  and  uplift  to  Thy  presence  us 
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and  all  who  knew  and  loved  him,  to  render 
Heaven  where  he  dwells  with  Thee  more  near, 
and  to  hold  us  inseparably  to  the  Saviour  in 
whom  were  the  springs  of  his  life  and  whom  he 
now  sees  face  to  face.  Amen. 

— Henry  Sloane  Coffin 

Offered  at  the  Memorial  Service  at  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York, 
December  15, 1947 . 
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Born  in  Huntingdon,  Pennsylvania  on  Septem¬ 
ber  10,  1867  the  son  of  Hon.  Robert  Milton 
and  Martha  Ellen  McMurtree  Speer. 

Studied  at  public  and  private  schools  in  Hunt¬ 
ingdon,  Pennsylvania,  at  Phillips  Academy, 
Andover,  Massachusetts,  at  Princeton  Uni¬ 
versity,  graduating  in  1889,  and  for  one 
year  in  the  Theological  Seminary,  Prince¬ 
ton,  New  Jersey. 

He  received  an  honorary  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts  from  Yale  University  in  1900,  the  de¬ 
gree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  from  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Edinburgh,  1910,  although  a  layman, 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  from  Rutgers 
University  in  1920,  from  Otterbein  Univer¬ 
sity  in  1926,  from  Washington  and  Jefferson 
College  in  1930,  and  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Letters  from  Juniata  College  in  1922,  and 
from  Princeton  University  in  1939. 


5 


On  April  20,  1893,  Dr.  Speer  was  married  to 
Emma  Doll  Bailey  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  To  them  were  born  five  children:  Elli¬ 
ott  (deceased),  Margaret  B.,  Eleanor  McM. 
(deceased),  Constance  S.  and  William.  Sur¬ 
viving  are  his  widow  and  three  children: 
Miss  Margaret  B.  Speer,  a  missionary  of  the 
Board  in  China  and  now  headmistress  of  the 
Shipley  School,  Bryn  Mawr,  Pa.;  Mrs.  Rob¬ 
ert  Barbour  of  Bristol,  England;  and  Wil¬ 
liam,  an  administrative  officer  of  Rutgers 
University,  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey. 

In  1891  Dr.  Speer  was  called  by  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  to  become  an 
executive  secretary,  a  position  he  filled  with 
distinction  for  46  years.  During  his  leadership 
in  the  Board,  he  visited  Persia,  India,  China, 
Korea,  the  Philippines,  Siam,  Iraq  and  Central 
and  South  America.  During  all  the  years  he  was 
a  prolific  writer  of  books  and  magazine  articles. 
He  was  a  frequent  speaker  in  many  preparatory 
schools  and  colleges  and  was  honored  by  elec¬ 
tion  to  many  positions  of  influence,  among 
them  chairmanship  of  the  Federal  Council  of 
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the  Churches  of  Christ  in  America,  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Cooperation  in  Latin 
America,  and  Moderator  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America.  During 
his  residence  in  Englewood,  New  Jersey,  Dr. 
Speer  served  as  an  elder  of  the  First  Presbyter¬ 
ian  Church  and  during  his  residence  in  New 
York  and  in  Lakeville,  Connecticut,  as  an  elder 
of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York 
City. 

Upon  the  occasion  of  his  retirement  from 
the  staff  of  the  Board  in  1937  at  70  years  of  age, 
the  Board  adopted  the  following  minute: 

“Dr.  Speer’s  powerful  personality  looms  so 
large,  not  only  in  the  history  of  our  own 
Board,  but  also  in  the  history  of  Protestant 
Missions  during  the  past  fifty  years,  that  it 
is  impossible  to  estimate  his  contribution 
within  the  limits  of  a  paragraph.  We  can, 
however,  mention  his  chief  contribution: 
He  has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  of 
recruiting  agents,  for  his  name  has  exer¬ 
cised  a  magic  influence  over  the  youth  of 
our  colleges.  His  eloquence,  supported  by 
his  massive  intellect,  has  compelled  both  the 
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Church  and  the  world  to  give  serious  heed 
to  his  missionary  appeal,  while  his  wise  and 
sober  judgment  has  won  for  him  a  recogni¬ 
tion  as  one  of  the  leading  missionary  states¬ 
men  of  the  age.” 

Great,  however,  as  were  his  fame  and  recog¬ 
nition  in  the  realm  of  missionary  leadership 
and  statesmanship,  Dr.  Speer’s  most  outstand¬ 
ing  and  far-reaching  contribution  came  from 
his  Christian  character.  All  who  knew  him,  re¬ 
call,  with  a  vivid  and  grateful  memory,  his 
personal  influence  upon  their  own  lives.  On  the 
occasion  of  his  80th  birthday,  the  Presbyterian 
T ribune  published  five  pages  of  tributes  to  him 
from  men  and  women  who  had  come  in  touch 
with  him.  Mr.  Wilbur  La  Roe,  Jr.,  the  Modera¬ 
tor  of  the  159th  General  Assembly,  wrote: 
“From  the  days  of  my  youth,  Robert  E.  Speer 
has  been  an  inspiration  to  me.  Never  have  I 
seen  brilliant  mind  and  big  heart  more  beauti¬ 
fully  combined  in  an  individual.  As  we  sit  in 
our  Board  of  Trustees  meetings  at  Princeton,  I 
derive  strength  from  just  studying  the  face  of 
this  great  Christian,  for  in  his  face  I  can  read  so 
clearly  unlimited  patience,  deep  love,  great 
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courage,  and  an  abiding  faith.  In  my  law  office 
I  keep  Dr.  Speer’s  photograph  constantly  before 
me  to  give  me  strength  and  inspiration,  and  I 
frequently  thank  God  for  giving  to  America  and 
the  world  this  outstanding  Christian  disciple.” 

The  members  and  staff  officers  of  the  Board 
remember  with  gratitude  and  emotion  Dr. 
Speer’s  deep  devotional  character,  his  nearness 
to  God,  his  study  of  the  Bible,  his  life  of  prayer, 
his  victorious  faith,  and  his  exaltation  of  Jesus 
Christ  as  the  Lord  of  his  personal  life. 

“He  being  dead,  yet  speaketh.” 

From  the  Memorial  Minute  of  The 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  U.S.A.  by 
Dr.  William  P.  Schell 
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It  is  my  privilege  to  represent  the 
two  organizations  with  which  Dr.  Speer  was 
most  closely  connected  during  his  long  life:  the 
Presbyterian  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  and 
Princeton  Theological  Seminary. 

While  still  twenty-four  years  of  age  and  a 
middler  in  the  Seminary,  he  was  elected  a  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions.  Because 
of  that  appointment  he  did  not  finish  his  Semin¬ 
ary  course.  He  was  thus  never  ordained,  and 
functioned  throughout  his  life  as  a  layman. 
While  still  a  young  man  he  was  elected  to  the 
Board  of  Directors  of  Princeton  Seminary  and 
at  the  time  of  his  death  was  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 

For  forty-six  years  Dr.  Speer  was  a  secretary 
of  the  Board  of  Foreign  Missions  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  Church  in  the  U.S.A.  It  was  in  that  posi¬ 
tion  as  speaker,  writer  and  administrator,  that 
he  made  his  chief  impact  upon  the  Christian 
Church  in  this  and  other  countries.  It  will  be  as 


one  of  the  greatest  foreign  missions’  secretaries 
of  all  time  that  he  will  be  remembered  in  the 
history  of  the  Church  Universal. 

I  first  saw  Dr.  Speer  in  1910.  It  was  the  year 
of  the  World  Missionary  Conference  in  Edin¬ 
burgh.  He  came  from  Edinburgh  to  Aberdeen, 
where  I  was  a  student  in  Arts,  to  deliver  the 
Duff  Lectures  on  Missions.  He  was  the  first 
American  that  I  had  ever  looked  on  in  the  flesh. 
I  thought  as  I  listened  to  him  speak  that  he 
was  the  greatest  man  I  had  ever  seen.  After 
nearly  forty  years,  during  which  circumstances 
brought  me  into  the  most  intimate  relationship 
with  the  man  who,  under  God,  was  destined  to 
shape  my  life  more  than  any  other  human  be¬ 
ing,  I  have  had  no  occasion  to  alter  my  youthful 
judgment.  Robert  E.  Speer  was  the  greatest  per¬ 
sonality  I  have  ever  known. 

He  was  incomparably  great  as  a  man.  To 
hear  him  open  up  a  basic  theme  with  his  pene¬ 
trating  analytical  mind,  his  massive  structural 
power,  his  limitless  illustrative  resources,  his 
sonorous  impressive  voice,  was  a  liberal  educa¬ 
tion.  For  no  public  speaker  of  his  generation 
was  better  read  than  he.  Nor  could  any  hold  an 
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audience  more  in  thrall  with  riches  garnered 
from  vast  fields  of  knowledge  and  made  tribu- 
tory  to  the  driving  passion  of  his  life.  During 
his  years  as  a  Board  Secretary  it  was  a  usual 
thing  for  him  to  read  some  seventy-five  books  a 
year.  In  the  freer  years  of  his  retirement  he  read 
annually  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

His  will  was  as  strong  as  his  intellect  was 
clear  and  his  culture  rich.  He  took  calmly  in  his 
stride,  with  buoyant  zest  and  unruffled  deter¬ 
mination,  difficulties  that  would  sour  or  dismay 
most  other  men.  A  year  before  his  death,  when 
in  his  seventy-ninth  year,  he  left  Princeton  late 
one  evening.  He  had  stayed  until  the  end  of 
a  meeting  at  which  he  presided,  declining, 
though  urged  to  do  so,  to  accept  hospitality  for 
the  night.  He  took  a  chance  on  securing  hotel 
accommodation  in  New  York.  Failing  to  find 
lodging,  he  sat  quietly  all  night  reading,  in  the 
Grand  Central  Station  waiting  room,  taking  the 
early  morning  train  for  his  home  in  Lakeville, 
Connecticut.  Only  quite  casually  did  one  come 
to  learn  later  what  had  happened.  For  Dr.  Speer 
the  incident  was  no  more  than  routine. 

Robert  E.  Speer  was  a  great  Christian  mis- 
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sionary  statesman.  Speer  the  Christian  was  a 
Pauline  figure  among  his  contemporaries,  a 
man  who  loved  Jesus  Christ  with  a  glowing, 
radiant  passion.  Myer’s  “St.  Paul”  was  one  of 
his  favorite  poems  through  life.  Christ  was  the 
center  of  his  virile  faith,  the  Saviour  and  Lord 
of  his  life,  the  companion  of  his  way,  the  pattern 
of  his  behavior,  the  goal  of  his  ardent  longing. 
Many  of  his  most  impressive  public  prayers 
would  begin  with  the  simple  words,  “Lord 
Jesus.”  The  new  life  in  Christ  was  the  ultimate 
reality  in  which  he  believed.  Christ’s  mission¬ 
ary  cause  was  the  supreme  loyalty  to  which  he 
dedicated  his  days  and  years.  Christ’s  followers 
were  his  friends,  whatever  their  name  or  sign. 

At  home  his  ardent  zeal  for  missions,  com¬ 
municated  to  youth  with  subjugating  elo¬ 
quence,  enlisted  more  men  and  women  for 
Christ’s  service  than  any  voice  in  the  last  hun¬ 
dred  years.  Abroad  his  statesmanlike  vision  and 
administrative  gifts  laid  the  foundations  of 
churches  in  many  parts  of  the  world  that  have 
since  come  of  age.  With  his  friend,  Samuel  Guy 
Inman,  he  organized  in  1916  the  Panama  Con¬ 
ference  on  Christian  Work.  That  Conference 
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marked  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  in  Christian 
missions.  The  Roman  Catholic  world  was  offici¬ 
ally  brought  within  the  purview  of  evangelical 
concern.  Today,  largely  because  of  Dr.  Speer’s 
statesmanship,  the  evangelical  Churches  of 
Latin  America  constitute  a  growing  Christian 
community  and  an  ever  more  vital  force  in  the 
Church  Universal. 

Life  is  lonelier  because  Robert  E.  Speer  is 
gone.  But  our  heritage  of  faith  is  richer  because 
he  dwells  in  memory.  And  on  the  dust  of  the 
King’s  Highway  are  fresh  prints  of  crusading 
feet  that  summon  us  lesser  people  to  follow  in 
their  trail. 

“He  being  dead  yet  speaketh;”  and  he  shall 
continue  to  speak  “until  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world  have  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  God 
and  of  His  Christ.” 

— John  A.  MacKay 

Address  at  the  Memorial  Service  at  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York, 
December  15, 1947 . 
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one  man’s  influence  widened  and  deepened, 
and  was  ever  more  helpful  from  college  days 
through  the  long  years.  First  and  foremost, 
Jesus  Christ  constituted  the  cornerstone  of  his 
faith,  of  his  life,  and,  therefore,  of  his  influence. 
This  cardinal  fact  stands  out  with  a  more  vivid 
and  attractive  clearness  and  convincing  power 
in  his  preserved  books,  pamphlets  and  addresses 
than  any  other  theme  or  personal  experience. 

His  long  life  abounded  in  well-directed  ac¬ 
tivity.  I  never  saw  him  when  he  wasn’t  busy. 
One  of  the  last  occasions  was  in  a  railroad  sta¬ 
tion  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  when,  with  little  more 
than  twenty  minutes  to  wait,  he  had  his  books 
and  papers  spread  out  before  him  and  was  hard 
at  work.  He  employed  the  means  which  experi¬ 
ence  and  the  study  of  biography  reveal  to  have 
the  greatest  influence.  He  always  brought  men 
to  the  point  where  they  faced  the  living 
Christ. . . . 
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This  inevitably  involves  the  employment  of 
another  means  which  Dr.  Speer  used  faithfully 
from  his  student  days  through  all  the  years, 
namely,  that  of  fostering  the  reverent  and  thor¬ 
ough  study  of  the  life  and  work  and  words  of 
Christ.  He  believed  with  Chrysostom  that  the 
cause  of  all  our  evils  lies  in  our  not  knowing  the 
Scriptures.  .  .  .  An  entire  and  extensive  treatise 
might  be  written  of  his  work  as  a  Bible  teacher 
and  normal  class  leader  . . .  Literally  thousands 
of  young  men  and  young  women  trace  to  him 
their  interest  and  passion  for  fostering  this  vital 
ministry  with  its  inevitable  results.  Co-ordinate 
in  importance  was  his  emphasis  on  the  Christ- 
like  practice  of  prayer. 

Still  another  means  he  employed  was  his 
effort  to  multiply  the  number  of  unselfish 
Christlike  workers. ...  A  real  life  story  could  be 
written  of  Dr.  Speer’s  interviews  with  literally 
thousands  of  students  on  the  question  of  their 
life  and  vocation.  Around  the  world  one  con¬ 
stantly  meets  missionaries  and  laymen  who 
trace  their  life  investment  in  Christian  work  to 
his  faithful  dealing  with  them.  Some  of  his  most 
effective  work  along  this  vital  line  were  letters 
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he  dictated  under  the  pressure  of  office  detail. . . . 

Robert  Speer  was  never  stopped  by  baffling, 
or  what  looked  like  impossible  difficulties,  but 
rather  used  them  as  a  means  to  greater  heights 
of  achievement. . . . 

He  never  tried  to  make  the  Gospel  easy.  As 
I  review  in  memory  his  writings  and  addresses, 
but  more  particularly  his  travels  and  states¬ 
manlike  and  courageous  programs  and  sum¬ 
mons  to  the  Churches  to  advance,  I  am  im¬ 
pressed  anew  with  his  courage  and  faithfulness. 

Dr.  Speer’s  lifelong  practice  did  not  permit 
him  to  confine  his  work  of  administration  to  his 
office  chair.  Instead,  he  mingled  efficient  work, 
in  administration  and  attendance  upon  count¬ 
less  committees,  with  many  prolonged  and  ex¬ 
acting  tours  to  the  most  difficult  fields  of  the 
Near  and  Far  East,  India,  and,  very  especially, 
to  those  in  Moslem  and  Roman  Catholic  lands. 
This  involved  the  paying  of  great  prices  shared 
cheerfully  by  members  of  his  family.  One  of  his 
priceless  possessions  was  a  very  happy  home 
life,  which  broadened  his  sympathies  and  was  a 
great  factor  in  his  work  with  other  individuals. 

As  I  look  back  over  his  years  crowded  with 
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glorious  life,  I  cannot  overlook  his  recognition 
of  the  strategy  of  boyhood  and  the  time  and  at¬ 
tention  he  generously  devoted  to  young  people 
of  all  ages.  I  believe  that  one  of  the  most  fruitful 
parts  of  his  life  work  was  a  long  series  of  un¬ 
hurried,  intensive  visits  he  paid  to  the  Hill 
School  at  Pottstown,  Pennsylvania.  Possibly  I 
am  prejudiced  by  his  influence  on  one  of  my 
own  boys,  but  I  think  not  as  I  remind  myself  of 
literally  hundreds  of  college  students  and 
graduates  who,  across  the  years,  have  shared 
with  me  the  most  formative  and  vital  influences 
of  their  lives.  After  all,  what  can  be  more  potent 
in  influence  than  intensive  work  with  youth  in 
the  habit-forming  and  vision-forming  years — 
the  years  when  life  attitudes  and  tendencies  are 
actually  determined? 

If  I  were  to  sum  up  the  marvelous  influence 
of  this  man — which  will  gather  momentum  as 
the  years  pass — I  would  trace  it  to  the  attitude 
and  practice  of  the  Society  of  Friends  in  their 
exemplification  of  two  passages  of  the  Christian 
Scriptures — 

“My  soul  be  thou  silent  unto  God,”  and 

“Speak  Lord,  for  Thy  servant  harkeneth.” 
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As  a  lifelong  friend  and  companion  from 
the  late  ’80’s  down  to  his  permanent  entrance 
upon  the  blessed  ministries  of  the  Heavenly 
Host,  I  have  no  question  that  these  two  verses  set 
forth  the  practice  and  experience  which  explain 
his  vital  and  enduring  influence. 


Excerpts  from  an  article  by 
John  R.  Mott,  taken  from 
The  Woman’s  Press ,  January  1948 
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ROBERT  E.  SPEER, 


Dr.  Speer’s  concern  for  Christian  unity 
had  a  much  deeper  rootage  than  any  interest  in 
efficient  organization  or  immediate  practical 
objectives.  He  thought  of  unity  in  a  more  funda¬ 
mental  sense;  for  him  it  was  not  something  we 
achieve  so  much  as  something  that  we  receive. 
For  Dr.  Speer  unity  was  something  given , — 
given  in  what  God  has  done  for  us  through 
Christ.  His  basic  position  was  not  that  the 
Churches  ought  to  be  one  but  that  they  are  one 
by  virtue  of  their  common  relation  to  Christ  and 
that  they  should  make  this  oneness  manifest  to 
the  world.  This  stands  out  clearly  in  his  reflec¬ 
tions  on  his  experience  as  Chairman  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  War-Time  Commission  of  the  Churches 
during  the  First  World  War.  He  said: 

“What  is  needed  is  not  so  much  to  create  a 
unity  as  to  provide  external  forms  for  the 
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expression  of  the  unity  we  already  have  .  .  . 
We  may  learn  a  clear  lesson  from  the  fam¬ 
ily.  Unity  prevails  there  far  more  fully  than 
in  any  other  part  of  our  social  experience . . . 
Why  may  we  not  work  far  more  boldly  and 
extensively  with  this  principle?  The  whole 
Church  is  a  family  and  ought  to  be  con¬ 
ceived  as  such.  We  should  refuse  to  recog¬ 
nize  division  and  exclusiveness  as  anything 
else  than  a  vain  and  impossible  denial  of 
facts  that  cannot  be  altered  by  refusing  to 
recognize  them.” 

Another  of  Dr.  Speer’s  great  convictions  was 
that  the  larger  unity  of  the  future  will  be  se¬ 
cured  only  as  we  act,  concretely  and  positively, 
upon  such  unity  as  we  already  have.  He  was  an 
eager  advocate  of  church  union  but  insisted  that 
co-operation,  more  than  union,  was  the  key 
word  for  our  time.  He  was  always  urging  that 
unless  we  obediently  follow  the  light  which  our 
Lord  has  already  given  us,  we  can  not  expect 
fuller  light  to  break  upon  our  path.  His  was  not 
the  theoretical  or  academic  mind,  so  focussed 
on  an  ultimate  union  that  it  neglects  the  meas¬ 
ure  of  unity  that  is  practicable  now.  He  was 
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therefore  a  consistent  and  never-failing  sup¬ 
porter  of  every  movement  that  led  the  Churches 
to  work  together  in  a  spirit  of  conscious  fellow¬ 
ship  in  Christ.  On  this  point  he  once  said: 

“The  pathway  of  advance  lies  through  the 
field  of  action  and  embodied  service.  .  .  . 
Here  we  find  ground  for  hope  as  we  look 
ahead. . . .  For  great  tasks  confront  us  before 
which  we  shall  be  relatively  impotent  if  we 
cannot  deal  with  them  in  co-operation.  .  .  . 
We  shall  never  be  able  to  solve  them  along 
our  old  lines  of  division  and  separation. 
They  are  indivisible  tasks.” 

Still  another  reason  why  Dr.  Speer  threw 
the  ardor  of  his  great  soul  into  the  interdenom¬ 
inational  movement  was  that  he  saw  Christian 
unity  as  a  necessary  precondition  of  the  effec¬ 
tive  witness  of  the  Church  in  the  tremendous 
social  issues  of  our  time.  He  knew  that  the 
Churches  could  not  bring  the  healing  and  rec¬ 
onciling  power  of  Christ  to  bear  upon  our  eco¬ 
nomic  and  inter-racial  and  international  life 
unless  they  could  demonstrate  that  power  in 
their  own  relations  with  one  another.  He  saw 
plainly,  and  felt  deeply,  that  the  spectacle  of 
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divisiveness  or  contentiousness,  either  within  a 
denomination  or  within  the  Church  as  a  whole, 
undermines  the  testimony  of  the  Church  to  its 
Lord  as  the  one  destined  to  bring  all  mankind 
into  its  true  status  as  one  family  under  God. 

Seeing  Christian  unity  thus  as  inseparable 
from  God’s  revelation  of  Himself  in  Christ,  Dr. 
Speer  never  thought  of  any  organization  for 
unity  as  an  end  in  itself.  It  was  only  a  means  of 
serving  Him  whom  all  the  Churches  recognize 
as  their  common  Lord.  During  his  four  years  as 
president  of  the  Federal  Council  of  the  Churches 
of  Christ  in  America,  from  1920  to  1924,  he 
constantly  insisted  that  it  always  be  thought  of 
as  “the  servant  of  the  Churches.”  The  best  leg¬ 
acy  which  he  left  to  the  Federal  Council  was  the 
clarity  of  his  vision  at  this  point.  Lie  wanted  to 
see  it  judged  not  by  the  extent  of  its  activities, 
still  less  by  the  size  of  its  budget  or  its  public 
prestige,  but  by  the  degree  to  which  it  helped  to 
bring  about  an  atmosphere  of  mutual  apprecia¬ 
tion  and  trustful  interdependence  among  Chris¬ 
tians  of  our  different  denominational  families. 
In  a  well  remembered  address  to  the  Council  in 
1925,  protesting  against  the  emphasis  on  such 
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party  terms  as  ‘‘fundamentalist,”  “modernist,” 
“conservative”  and  “liberal,”  Dr.  Speer  spoke 
these  ringing  words,  disclosing  his  own  cath¬ 
olicity  of  spirit  and  setting  a  standard  for  us  all: 
“We  have  to  suit  this  business  of  partisan¬ 
ship,  to  quit  calling  each  other  by  factional 
names.  .  .  .  The  truth  of  God  is  greater  than 
any  one  party  can  claim  or  any  one  title  but 
Christian  can  cover.  What  we  need  is  the 
New  Testament  conception  of  the  fullness 
of  the  truth  and  if  its  communicability  to 
the  whole  body  alone.  Only  the  whole  body 
of  Christ  is  competent  to  know  and  experi¬ 
ence  the  whole  faith  of  Christ.  ...  For  my 
part  I  want  no  label  but  Christian  and  mean 
to  try  to  call  no  brother  Christian  by  any 
other  name.” 

For  the  unity  of  the  Churches,  as  in  all  the 
other  interests  of  his  life,  Dr.  Speer’s  one  con¬ 
trolling  principle  was  the  sufficiency  of  Christ. 
None  of  us  who  had  the  blessed  privilege  of 
working  with  him  could  ever  miss  his  emphasis 
on  this  decisive  point.  How  often  have  we  heard 
him  quote  Frederick  Myers’  poem,  “St.  Paul” 
as  voicing  his  own  conviction  as  to  the  signifi- 
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cance  of  Christ  for  all  of  life!  I  know  of  no  more 
fitting  way  in  which  to  conclude  this  tribute 
than  with  those  lines  which  the  evangelical 
poet  put  on  the  lips  of  the  first  great  Apostle,  and 
which  the  beloved  Apostle  of  our  time  so  fully 
made  his  own: 

“Christ,  I  am  Christ’s  and  let  the  name  suf¬ 
fice  you; 

Aye,  for  me  too  it  surely  hath  sufficed, 

Lo,  with  no  winning  word  would  I  entice 
you; 

Paul  has  no  honor  and  no  friend  but  Christ. 

So  through  life  and  death,  through  sorrow 
and  through  sinning 

He  shall  suffice  me  as  He  hath  sufficed. 

Christ  is  the  end  as  Christ  was  the  beginning; 

Christ  the  beginning,  for  the  end  is  Christ.” 

— Samuel  McCrae  Cavert 

Address  at  the  Memorial  Service  at  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York, 
December  15, 1947. 
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For  this  cause  I  bow  my  knees  unto 
the  Father,  from  whom  every  fam¬ 
ily  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named, 
that  he  would  grant  you  according 
to  the  riches  of  his  glory,  that  ye 
may  be  strengthened  with  power 
through  his  Spirit  in  the  inward 
man.  Ephesians  3:14-16. 


n  these  verses  and  those  which  follow 


Paul  tells  the  Ephesian  Christians  of  his  seven¬ 
fold  prayer  for  them.  1 .  That  God  would  make 
them  worthy  of  himself,  4 ‘according  to  the 
riches  of  his  glory.”  Their  need  was  great  but 
the  wealth  of  God  was  greater.  2.  That  they 
might  be  strengthened  in  the  inward  man  by 
the  only  influence  that  could  penetrate  thither 
— the  Holy  Spirit.  The  expression  “the  inward 
man”  is  used  three  times  in  the  New  Testament. 


3.  That  Christ  may  dwell  in  their  hearts,  not  by 
sense  but  by  faith  in  the  fact.  Christ  is  in  us. 

4.  That  they  might  be  dominated  by  love,  for 
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love  is  another  name  for  the  ordinary  working 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  heart  of  man,  and 
where  God’s  spirit  is,  there  is  love.  5.  That  they 
might  experience  the  reality  and  fullness  of  the 
fellowship,  “the  communion  of  the  saints;”  6, 
and  thus  to  know,  as  separately  they  could 
never  know,  the  depth  and  dimension  of  the 
surpassing  and  transcendent  love  of  Christ. 
7.  That  they  “might  be  filled  unto  all  the  full¬ 
ness  of  God.”  What  more  could  be  asked  in 
prayer? 

Let  Us  Pray:  Now  unto  Him  who  is  able  to  do 
what  we  cannot,  and  more  than  we  can  think, 
be  the  glory  and  from  him  the  grace.  Amen. 

Robert  E.  Speer 
From  The  Fellowship  of  the  Spirit. 
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Deniaictiot^ 


Now  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself, 
and  God,  even  our  Father,  who  hath  loved  us 
and  hath  given  us  everlasting  consolation  and 
good  hope  through  grace,  comfort  your  hearts 
and  establish  you  in  every  good  word  and  work. 

The  grace  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  the 
love  of  God,  and  the  communion  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  be  with  you.  Grace  be  with  all  them  that 
love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  sincerity. 

Now  unto  Him,  the  only  wise  God  our  Sa¬ 
viour,  be  glory  and  majesty,  communion  and 
power,  both  now  and  ever.  Amen. 

— Arthur  J.  Brown 


Offered  at  the  Memorial  Service  at  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  New  York, 
December  15, 1947 . 


I  have  fought  a  good  fight , 
I  have  finished  my  course, 
I  have  kept  the  faith. 


